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The Olympic Games, Tokyo 2020

The Olympic Games will open in Tokyo on July 23 and
conclude on August 8, 2021. This will be the second time
that Tokyo has hosted the summer Olympics. The first time
was in 1964. The Israeli delegation to Tokyo 2021 will be the
largest yet, comprised of approximately 90 athletes.

The Israeli national baseball team will participate in the
Tokyo games, marking the first time in 44 years that a team
sport is represented, the last time being the national Israeli
soccer team, which played at the 1976 Montreal Olympics.
Six countries will be playing in the baseball competition.
Israel will also be sending an equestrian team for the first
time ever. And an lsraeli athlete will be competing in the
new Olympic sport of surfing.

Over the years, Israel has experienced numerous
Olympic successes, but there was also the tragic
event of the 1972 Olympic Games in Munich, where
11 members of the Israeli delegation were murdered.
Nonetheless, Israel has continued to participate in the
Olympic Games, and has even had impressive
achievements.

To date, eight Israeli athletes have won a combined total of
nine Olympic medals:

Yael Arad - silver, Barcelona 1992;

Oren Smadja — bronze, Barcelona 1992;

Gal Fridman - bronze, Atlanta 1996;

Michael Kalganov - bronze, Sydney 2000

Gal Fridman - gold, Athens 2004;

Ariel Zeevi - bronze, Athens 2004;

Shahar Tzuberi - bronze: Beijing 2008;

Yarden Gerbi - bronze, Rio de Janeiro 2016;

Or Sasson - bronze, Rio de Janeiro 2016.

Equestrian

Equestrianism, one of the earliest Olympic sports, made its
Olympic debut at the 1900 Olympics in Paris, France.

It disappeared for a number of years but returned in 1912
and has appeared at every Summer Olympic Games since.
The current Olympic equestrian disciplines are Jumping,
Dressage and Eventing (a 3-day competition that includes
a cross-country course).

This is the only sport in which women and men compete
together on equal terms. The minimum age for riders is 18,
but there is no maximum age limitation. It is also the only
sport that involves animals. The horse is considered to be
as much an athlete as the rider. In each discipline, both
individual and team medals are awarded. Israel will be
represented for the first time at the Olympic Games in
Tokyo, with an equestrian team of three riders.

Uri Hacham
CEQ, Israeli Equestrian Federation

Rhythmic Gymnastics

Rhythmic Gymnastics is a leading Olympic sport, under the
auspices of the Israel Gymnastics Federation. It is one of
the most popular gymnastics disciplines and became an
Olympic sport in 1984.

The glass ceiling was broken in 2011 when Neta Rivkin and
the group team won Israel’s first medals at the world
championships.

Since then, Israel’s strength in the international arena has
continued to grow. To date Israel holds 17 medals from
world championships, 11 of which were won by lIsrael's
leading gymnast and highest medal holder - Linoy Ashram.
In 2020, Linoy Ashram and the group team became
the European champions, another record-breaking
achievement.
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Israel will be represented at the 2021 Olympic Games in
Tokyo by individual gymnasts Linoy Ashram and Nicol
Zelikman as well as by the group team, which includes
Karin  Vexman, Yana Kramarenko, Ofir Dayan, Bar
Shapochnikov, Shai Ben Ruby and Yuliana Telegin.

Sarit Shenar
CEQO, Israel Gymnastic Federation

Swimming

Swimming is one of the most popular Olympic sports, and it
is also very popular among people around the world. The
first swimming competition in Israel was held in 1926, and
Israeli swimmers began participating in the Olympics in
1952, lsraeli swimmers have reached Olympic
semi-finals 10 times over the years, as well as three
Olympic finals - the 4 X 100m men’s medley relay (Eitan
Orbach, Vadim Alexeyev, Dan Kutler and Yoav Bruck) in
Atlanta 1996, Eitan Orbach in the 100m backstroke in
Sydney 2000 and the highest achievement belongs to
Yaakov Tomarkin, who placed 7th in the 200m backstroke
in London 2012,

The sport of swimming includes three different events: Pool
swimming — with four types of strokes (butterfly, backstroke,
breaststroke and freestyle) as well as the medley that
incorporates all four styles; Open Water swimming -
sometimes referred to as the “marathon” of swimming,
where swimmers swim the Olympic distance of 10
kilometers in lakes, rivers or the ocean; Artistic swimming -
female athletes perform acrobatic and dance routines in the
water accompanied by music (solo, duets or in teams of 8).

Simon Davidson and Amir Tito
Chairman and CEO, Israel Swimming Association

* These stamps were planned and printed ahead of the
original date of the Olympic Games in 2020. The event was
postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and the stamp
issue was changed accordingly. The date that appears on
the stamps and the year of the Olympiad in the stamp logo
remains 2020.

The Olympic Committee decided to keep the original logo for
the new date in 2021. The cancellation will update the
stamps with the revised issue date.
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